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Abstract

We analyze properties of local Polyakov loops for finite temperature QCD below and
above the deconfinement transition. It is shown that for both, quenched and dynamical
QCD, at all temperatures the phases of the local Polyakov loops prefer values in the
vicinity of the three center phases. We label the sites of the lattice according to these
center sectors and analyze cluster properties of the emerging spatial domains. We show
that the deconfinement transition corresponds to the onset of percolation for the center
clusters.
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